
The Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine (VCOM) 
Rocovich Scholars Early Acceptance Program 
UMW students accepted into this program will be provisionally accepted to the four-year D.O. 
program at VCOM at the end of their second year at UMW.  To qualify, the candidate must be a 
permanent resident of a rural area, or a federally designated medically underserved area, or 
qualify as being from a low socioeconomic status (SES) background, or a member of an 
underrepresented minority; and must attend UMW. 

Qualified candidates must apply for early admission following successful completion of their 
Spring semester of the second year at UMW and must have completed (or will complete) the 
premedical courses required by VCOM with a “B or better” in all courses and with a science GPA 
and overall GPA of 3.5.  Candidates must also present a score of 1100 (two sub-scores – Math 
and Verbal) or greater on the SAT or 24 or greater on the ACT at the time of application. 

After acceptance, the admitted student must maintain a science and overall GPA of 3.50 or 
greater during the entire time of enrollment at UMW.   

If the applicant presents a 3.50 to 3.69 science and overall GPA, and/or has a 3.50 to 3.69 GPA 
in their combined Junior/Senior years, he or she must sit for the MCAT prior to December 31 of 
the Senior year and present a score of 493 or higher in order to maintain an offer of admission.  
If the applicant presents (both at application and through the first semester of their junior year) 
a 3.7 or higher science and overall GPA he/she does not need to sit for the MCAT and it is 
waived for admission.  He/she then must maintain a 3.6 in future semesters and graduate in 
four years. 

Candidates must apply to this program through the UMW Program Coordinator, Professor 
Deborah O’Dell.  To be accepted, the student must meet all academic requirements, receive a 
favorable evaluation from the UMW pre-medical committee/advisor, and finally interview on 
the VCOM Virginia campus with one member of VCOM student services and two VCOM 
admissions committee members designated by VCOM. VCOM values the interview as a highly 
important portion of the selection process and merely qualifying academically does not assure 
success. 
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