Cultural Landscapes: Preservation, Landscape, and Land Use

________________________________________________________________
HISP 309: Preservation, Landscape, and Land Use

Spring 2011
Department of Historic Preservation, UMW
Coombs Hall, Room 25 – Monday 3 – 5:45pm
Instructor: Lucy Lawliss, ASLA  llawliss@umw.edu 
Office Hours: Mondays 1pm - 3pm and by appointment
Course Description and Method

Cultural landscapes result from the interaction of humans with the natural world. They reflect our manipulation of the environment overtime and are understood by our current interpretation of that interaction based on experience, tradition, and education. Cultural landscapes are comprised of living entities continually changing over time as the result of natural phenomena—weather, seasons and natural events (fire, flood, storms, etc.)—and through life cycles of the biotic components in the landscape—humans, plants, animals, insects, etc. In most places, cultural landscapes are made up of layers of human manipulation occurring over long periods of time and may express uses as basic as shelter and food production or as elaborate as multi-acre pleasure gardens. 

For the purposes of this class, cultural landscapes are properties determined significant by the Natural Register of Historic Places. They can be as small as a city lot, as big as a thousand-acre plantation, or as complex as a multi-mile designed roadway.  They may be the result of specific design efforts by master gardeners, horticulturists or landscape architects, or they may be vernacular landscapes resulting from traditional practices expressed through the continued use of the land and the resultant placement of structures, circulation systems and vegetation. Cultural landscapes are historic settings associated with significant people and events where the landscape is definable in space and time because of these limited and specific associations. A cultural landscape may be comprised of one or more layers, or may represent one or many landscape types. 

A goal of this class will be to learn how to identify types of cultural landscapes, how to evaluate their layers of significance for various purposes including determining their eligibility for the National Register and how to apply ones experience, tradition, and education to describe a treatment plan for the planning and management of a landscape and its features.  The complexity of this process will be explored through readings, class discussions, local field trips, and the examination of case studies. 
Resources
Required Reading

William Cronon. Changes in the Land, Revised Edition: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England. Hill and Wang, a division of Farrar, Straus and Giroux. New York. 1983, rev. 2003.
Charles Birnbaum with Christine Capella Peters, eds.  The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes. National Park Service. Washington, DC. 1996.

Requirements for a Grade
· Weekly readings and class participation, 10% of grade
· Writing assignments—2 short (2-3 pages each), 20% of grade (topics and due dates TBD), 1 group research assignment (5-7 pages from each team member that may include map(s), illustration(s), bibliography and footnotes) 30% of grade. Research will be part of regular (weekly) presentation and final report from group will be due at last day of class.
· Presentation of research (outline, updates, final), 20% of grade. Presentation length approximately 15 minutes plus 15 minutes for class discussion. Illustrated (Power Point) presentations are encouraged. A handout of outline and materials used/bibliography is required. Schedule of presentation TBD.
· Final essay to be written in class during scheduled exam period, 20% of grade.
Projects and Presentations
Students are asked to do their own short individual assignments, which will draw on readings, discussions, methods, and ideas discussed in class. The group assignment will require periodic updates to class – dates to be determined – with a final project notebook due last day of class. Your group research outline, initial findings/summary and bibliography are due on the day of your first presentation and will be returned promptly with a grade and comments. Group project will result in the same grade for all group members. 
Group Research Project
The group research project will focus on the cultural landscapes of the Potomac River as part of the Chesapeake landscape and will address landscape preservation and land use issues associated with President Obama’s Executive Order on the Chesapeake. Three groups will be randomly assigned to look at the historical issues associated with the local (Fredericksburg), state/commonwealth, and national perspectives of protecting and preserving these landscapes. 
Required Readings

You are asked to purchase William Cronon’s Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England (1983) and to purchase or down load NPS publications listed below. Cronon’s book was not ordered through UMW bookstore but is readily available through amazon.com, abebooks.com and other online book sellers. Additional readings will be scanned, copied, put on reserve and when possible, posted. Some of the materials will be taken from the attached reading list and during the semester additional readings will be added.  
Class Schedule - Overview 
This schedule will be updated and posted during the semester. Please check for the latest version of the schedule at UMW’s Blackboard. In addition, speakers and field trips are being planned and will be added to the schedule as they are confirmed.
Important Dates and Deadlines – this will be updated during the semester with assignment due dates and group presentations (see UMW Blackboard for updates)
Monday, January 10



Class Begins 
Monday, Feb 21



Mid-Semester Evaluation
Friday, Feb 25 – Sun Mar 7


Spring Break

Monday, Apr 18



Last day of class – Group Assignment Due 

Monday, Apr 25



Final Exam – 3 – 5:45pm
Field Trips and Guest Speakers

A number of field trips and guest speakers are being arranged for the semester. As these are confirmed, they will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class.

Disability Services

The office of Disability services is designated by the University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities. If you receive services through that office and require accommodations for this class, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs. I will hold any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you give me written permission to do otherwise. If you need accommodations, (note taking assistance, extended time for test, etc.), I would be happy to refer you to the Office of Disability Services. They will require appropriate documentation of a disability. Their phone number is 540-654-1266. 
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