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COURSE DESCRIPTION  

HISP 100 is meant as the introductory course to Historic Preservation 
at UMW. This course focuses on the relation between American historic 
preservation and the fields of museum studies and preservation law and 
planning. The course also considers community and government 
mechanisms for preservation at the local, regional, and national 
levels. It develops awareness for the “real world” issues facing 
preservation-in-action: how surveys of historic resources are 
accomplished; who and what constitute preservation’s allies, 
opponents, obstacles, and sources; what knowledge and methods are 
employed by preservationists to achieve their objectives; and, what 
does preservation mean to the public.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• To foster an understanding of how preservation works at the 
local, state, and national levels; answering such questions as 
“Who does preservation?”; “Why and how is preservation 
undertaken?”; “What does or does not get preserved, and why?”  

• To create an awareness of the current and common social, 
political, and economic issues affecting preservation in the 
public realm.  

• Through assignments, to have students interact with the “real 
world” of preservation, such as physical (cultural) resources, 
text sources, local government, and people.  

• To develop an understanding of the goals and methods for museum 
studies and for preservation law and planning in relation to the 
broader field of historic preservation.  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Students will be able to explore and interpret the built 
environment through archival, oral, and field observation. 

• Students will experience real-world preservation activity and be 
able to critically assess its effectiveness. 

• Students will engage preservation theory from varied 
perspectives. 
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• Students will learn to work alone and in groups to develop ideas, 
resolve conflict, and foster consensus.  

REQUIRED TEXTS  

Norman Tyler, Ted J. Ligibel, Ilene R. Tyler. Historic Preservation: 
An Introduction to its History, Principles, and Practice. New York: 
W.W. Norton & Company, 2009.  

Max Page and Randall Mason, editors. Giving Historic Preservation a 
History: Histories of Historic Preservation in the United States. New 
York: Routledge, 2004.  

 
GRADED COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignment 1: Block Survey 

You will be provided a copy of a fire insurance map for a 
Fredericksburg city block, a document showing how the buildings in the 
block appeared at a certain date in the past. This project’s overall 
goal is to compare architecture and functions of the block in the past 
with those same aspects in the present. This assignment requires that 
you personally survey the same block and assess its buildings, 
landscape, and activities; and then compare and contrast the two time 
periods along these lines, noting reasons for the observed changes in 
a three-page paper. You will be provided access to other research 
materials, such as historic maps and photographs, to assist your 
analysis.  

Assignment 2: Oral History 

In this task you’ll interpret a building’s social use through oral 
history, that is, a personal interview. In a three-page paper you will 
discuss a building that you’ve never seen before, by having that 
building described by an older relative or friend, preferably the 
house (or apartment, mobile home, etc.) in which that person grew up 
as a child. The project’s goal is not to simply gain an architectural 
description of the building, but to understand how it was used and by 

Graded Course Requirements Due Date Percentage

Course Participation All Semester 15%

Assignment 1: Block Survey Wednesday February 27 15%

Midterm Exam Friday March 15 20%

Assignment 2: Oral History Friday March 22 15%

Assignment 3: Architectural Review Board Friday April 15%

Final Exam Wednesday May 1 20%



whom. Conducting a proper oral history (one in which you take notes, 
describe your relation to the interviewed person, and provide context 
for the building) is another project goal. Finally, you will assess 
how interpreting architecture through oral history differs from that 
of physical observation.  

Assignment 3: Architectural Review Board 

This assignment requires that you attend and analyze a working session 
of the Fredericksburg Architectural Review Board, an entity that 
applies preservation standards to buildings within the City’s historic 
district. The April meeting will be held on Monday, April 10, at 7:00 
PM in the City Council chambers of the City Hall building. You will 
choose an individual homeowner or business person and his/her 
application for architectural changes, and take notes on the nature 
and outcome of the case, how the ARB made its decision, and the manner 
in which preservation standards were involved, specifically “The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation” and the 
City’s “Historic District Handbook.” Discuss the process and its 
results in a three-page paper.  

Course 
Schedule
WEEK 1

M 01/14 Course Introduction

W 01/16 What is Historic Preservation?  
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 1  
Video: NAHB, https://youtu.be/verufC5Q-uk

F 01/18 The History of Historic Preservation  
Reading: Page & Mason, Introduction (p. 3-16)  
Video: TED talk, https://youtu.be/DbS-vL7VZdo

WEEK 2

M 01/21 NO CLASS: MLK Day

W 01/23 Preservation Fundamentals 
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 2

F 01/25 Preservation, A Balancing Act 
Reading: Mason “Values-Centered Preservation”  
In-Class Group Activity

WEEK 3

M 01/28 Federal Preservation: Legislative History  
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 4

W 01/30 Federal Preservation: The Players 
Reading: Stipe, Chapter 2

https://www.dropbox.com/s/nps32spnr79b4v9/01-philosophies.pdf?dl=0
https://youtu.be/verufC5Q-uk
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9hx03o1zcjgphhs/02-history.key?dl=0
https://youtu.be/DbS-vL7VZdo
https://www.dropbox.com/s/s1jjn81n0zh2mmr/03-fundamentals.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dbqznqtbo0vio0p/04-balance.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n3opnlm1xrtvytd/Mason-ValuesCenteredPreser%20ation.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4ihwwgslewq4aom/Stipe%20ch%202.pdf?dl=0


F 02/01 Federal Preservation: Section 106 
Reading: Hardesty and Little, Chapter 2 
[skim]National Register Bulletin 15 
Videos on the National Register: https://youtu.be/
D8zZ2Yu8whk,  
https://youtu.be/xUoOg0bWNC4,  
https://youtu.be/IOVM68rjXis,  
https://youtu.be/mo_o-Je3RgU  
In-Class Group Activity

WEEK 4

M 02/04 Historic Significance 
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 5;  
Mason “Fixing Historic Preservation”

W 02/06 Guest Lecturer: Jenifer Eggleston, NPS 
NHPA and the Parks

F 02/08 Methods and Tools I  
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 3 
In-Class Group Activity

WEEK 5

M 02/11 Methods and Tools II  
Reading: Page & Mason, Chapter 7;  
Kamen, Chapters 3 & 4

W 02/13 State Historic Preservation I 
Reading: Stipe, Chapter 3

F 02/15 State Historic Preservation II 
Reading: Bluestone, Chapter 10;  
review web site www.ncshpo.org  
In-Class Group Activity

WEEK 6

M 02/18 Guest Lecturer: Jessica Ugarte, VDHR

W 02/20 Oral History and Material Culture I 
Reading: Sommer & Quinlan Chapters 1 & 7 
Optional Reading: Starr, Chapter 2

F 02/22 Oral History and Material Culture II 
In-Class Group Activity

WEEK 7

M 02/25 The Politics of Museums 
Reading: West, Chapter 2 and Howard, Chapter 17 
Tyson and Dungey, “Ask a Slave and Interpreting Race on 
Public History’s Front Line”  
Video: Episode 1 “Ask A Slave” video series https://
youtu.be/X1IYH_MbJqA

W 02/27 Commemorations on the Landscape 
Reading: Page & Mason, Chapter 4 
Watch all 4 videos: “What is Public History” https://
vimeo.com/channels/807631 
Assignment 1 Due

https://www.dropbox.com/s/aw2vy85m75wtbbj/Hardesty%20and%20Little%20ch%202.pdf?dl=0
https://youtu.be/D8zZ2Yu8whk
https://youtu.be/xUoOg0bWNC4
https://youtu.be/IOVM68rjXis
https://youtu.be/mo_o-Je3RgU
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7dlf8r3qur79ty9/Mason-FixingHistoricPreservation.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/94u68oy998tu2bf/Kamen%20Ch.%203-Subjects%20of%20Local%20History_1.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/czho0tehzn02p5j/Kamen%20Ch.%204-Researching%20Local%20History.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bw1gquql6khxic9/Stipe%20ch%203.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/67nfequ4xan2a81/Bluestone%20Ch.%2010.pdf?dl=0
http://www.ncshpo.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/76y85zoekw11bcd/Sommer%20and%20Quinlan%20Ch%201.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/u0hi78z15305t46/Sommer%20and%20Quinlan%20Ch%207.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9xh8ljs8g79e7u3/Starr%20ch%202.pdf?dl=0
https://youtu.be/X1IYH_MbJqA
https://vimeo.com/channels/807631


F 03/01 Guest Lecturer: Scott Harris, Director UMW Museums 
Preservation and Campus Museums.

WEEK 8

M 03/04 NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK

W 03/06 NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK

F 03/08 NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK

WEEK 9

M 03/11 Intro to Archaeology 
Reading: King Chapters 1 and 2

W 03/13 Guest Lecture: Dr. Lauren McMillan  
Archaeology and Preservation  
Reading: Stipe, Chapter 8

F 03/15 Midterm Exam

WEEK 10

M 03/18 Cultural Landscapes 
Reading: Melnick, Chapter 1

W 03/20 Cities & Nature 
Reading: Spirn, “City and Nature” p. 139-144 
In-Class Group Activity

F 03/22 Cemeteries 
Reading: TBA 
Assignment 2 Due

WEEK 11

M 03/25 Local Historic Preservation  
Reading: Stipe, Chapter 4

W 03/27 Local Historic Preservation (cont.) 
Reading: Page & Mason, Chapter 9; Hayden, Chapter 3

F 03/29 Local Historic Preservation (cont.)

WEEK 12

M 04/01 Guest Lecture: Danae Peckler 
Preservation Advocacy

W 04/03 Historic Districts 
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 6;  
and packet for ARB meeting on April 10

F 04/05 Historic District Case Study: LeDroit Park  
Reading: Hamer, Chapter 4 
Podcast: http://99percentinvisible.org/episode/episode-51-
the-arsenal-of-exclusion/

WEEK 13

M 04/08 No class during scheduled time 
Attend Architectural Review Board (ARB) meeting  
7:00- 10:00pm (estimated)

https://www.dropbox.com/s/j9jn9bx7pnhaaet/Stipe%20chapter%208.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uy5deb1xeonbvp7/Melnick%20Ch.%201.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4cwexcbrz2fqr2q/Spirn.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rp78kreeue62rfe/Hayden%20Ch.%203.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wdzp78almdk1kwr/Hamer-Ch.%204.pdf?dl=0
http://99percentinvisible.org/episode/episode-


INSTRUCTOR POLICIES 

Honor Code: All graded work is bound by the provisions of the Honor 
Code and must be pledged, signed, and dated. You can find out more 
about the Honor Code here. 

Written Assignments: In an effort to safeguard the environment, all 
written homework assignments (except where noted) are to be submitted 
in PDF format. Instructions to PDF a document are available here. 
Assignments are due (via email) by the beginning of class unless 
otherwise specified. Late submissions will be marked down ten points 
per day. Spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors will reduce the 
overall grade on assignments, so students are strongly encouraged to 
proofread carefully and not rely solely on computer spelling/grammar 
checkers! Students are also encouraged to take advantage of the 
Writing Center’s assistance prior to submitting assignments. 

W 04/10 Discussion: Issues of ARB Meeting 
In-Class Group Activity

F 04/12 Preservation Economics 
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 8 
Video: TED talk by Frank Hagaman 
https://youtu.be/4daY-rmysr0

WEEK 14

M 04/15 Preservation Economics (cont.) 
Reading: Page & Mason, Chapter 6

W 04/17 Intangible Heritage 
Reading: Page & Mason, Chapter 8 
Assignment 3 Due

F 04/19 Preservation and Sustainability 
Reading: Tyler, Chapter 10 
Optional Reading: Young and Elefante, Chapter 1 
In-Class Group Activity

WEEK 15

M 04/22 Field Trip: Downtown Fredericksburg Development  
GROUP 1 
Reading: TBA – will be a current news article

W 04/24 Field Trip: Downtown Fredericksburg Development  
GROUP 2 
Reading: TBA – will be a current news article

F 04/26 Exam Review/Course Conclusion

WEEK 16

W 05/01 Final Exam

https://youtu.be/4daY-rmysr0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4if4p1hc93alp9q/young%20and%20elefante%20ch%201.pdf?dl=0
http://students.umw.edu/fredericksburghonorcouncil/
http://www.wikihow.com/Convert-a-Microsoft-Word-Document-to-PDF-Format
mailto:alsmith@umw.edu
http://academics.umw.edu/writing-fredericksburg/location-and-hours/


Preparation & Participation: Keeping up with readings and assignments, 
participating in class, and interacting with classmates/teammates in a 
respectful manner will enrich the learning experience for everyone. 
Participation will count toward a substantial portion of final grades 
in all courses, as noted in the grade distribution on the course-
specific page. 

Attendance & Behavior: Attendance is vital both for learning and for 
lively class discussion. Attendance for all in-class exercises and 
presentations is required; these cannot be made up at a later date. 
Students are expected to display civil and respectful behavior during 
class. Cell phones must be silenced in class sessions, and laptops may 
only be used if used in a non-disrupting manner (no instant messaging, 
games, or sound). Violators will be referred to the Office of Judicial 
Affairs. 

Grading Scale 

Office of Disability Resources 
The Office of Disability Resources has been designated by the 
University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist 
students with disabilities. If you receive services through that 
office and require accommodations for this class, please make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved 
accommodation needs and bring your accommodation letter with you to 
the appointment. I will hold any information you share with me in 
strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do otherwise. If 
you have not made contact with the Office of Disability Resources and 

Letter 
Grade

GPA Percentile

A 4 93-100%

A- 3.7 90-92%

B+ 3.3 87-89%

B 3 83-86%

B- 2.7 80-82%

C+ 2.3 77-79%

C 2 73-76%

C- 1.7 70-72%

D+ 1.3 67-69%

D 1 60-66%

F 0 <60%

A mid-semester report of 
unsatisfactory (U) will be reported 
if a student has a C- or below in 
the course at the time reports are 
submitted.

http://academics.umw.edu/disability/


have accommodation needs, (note taking assistance, extended time for 
tests, etc.), please contact them at (540) 654-1266. 

Title IX Statement 
University of Mary Washington faculty are committed to supporting 
students and upholding the University’s Policy on Sexual and Gender 
Based Harassment and Other Forms of Interpersonal Violence. Under 
Title IX and this Policy, discrimination based upon sex or gender is 
prohibited. If you experience an incident of sex or gender-based 
discrimination, we encourage you to report it. While you may talk to 
me, understand that as a “Responsible Employee” of the University, I 
MUST report to UMW’s Title IX Coordinator what you share. If you wish 
to speak to someone confidentially, please contact the below 
confidential resources. They can connect you with support services and 
help you explore your options. You may also seek assistance from UMW’s 
Title IX Coordinator. Please visit http://diversity.umw.edu/title-ix/ 
to view UMW’s Policy on Sexual and Gender Based Harassment and Other 
Forms of Interpersonal Violence and to find further information on 
support and resources.   

Resources 
Tiffany W. Oldfield, J.D. 
Title IX Coordinator 
Office of Title IX – Fairfax House 
540-654-5656 – toldfiel@umw.edu 
Myranda Thomson 
Title IX Deputy for Students 
Area Coordinator 
540-654-1184 
mthomson@umw.edu 

Confidential Resources 
On-Campus 
Talley Center for Counseling Services – Lee Hall 106 
Student Health Center – Lee Hall 112 
Off-Campus 
Empowerhouse – 540-373-9373 
RCASA – 540-371-1666 

http://diversity.umw.edu/title-ix/


IN CLASS GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Valued-Centered Preservation and Stakeholder Involvement  
• Imagine your group has been asked by the Commonwealth of 

Virginia to prepare a preservation plan for campus. Using 
values centered preservation methods, first create a list 
of stakeholders in the project, and then discuss the values 
that the members of these groups would place on the campus 
buildings and landscape. 

• Identify at a minimum 6 different stakeholders and their:  
o Values (Historic, Economic, etc.) 

▪ How would they be impacted? 
o What do you think they would want to save and not 

save? 
▪ What values do each group place on different 

buildings/resources? 

Sanborn Map Exercise 
See handouts for details 

• Find map on laptop or phone, through UMW library site (we 
will be using block to the west of block used for 
assignment #1) 

• find March 1886 map for Fredericksburg 
• select map 1, Index Key, Sheet 1 
• select largest blue box and zoom in to find block number 

and sheet number for assignment 1 (Wm. Caroline, George, 
PA)  

• for in class work, use Block 1—ask them to find that sheet 
o how many stables on this block 
o what were bldgs. 30 and 31 on Wm used for? 
o What materials are they made of? How are they divided? 

How many stories 
o What was 619 Prince Edward used for? What is the 

roofing material? 
o Look at 1902 map printed out—what is the block number 

for assignment 1? 
o Observe density, ? Location of dwellings? Use of Wm 

street buildings? 
o Look at 1912 map, observe orientation change. 
o What is building on Charles and Amelia used for? What 

roof does 1009 PE have? 
• Look at 1947, how many stables? What are buildings on Wm 

used for? 



NHPA 
Imagine UMW is going to build a new series of off-campus dorms that 
will be on Willis Street, adjacent to the Battlefield National Park 
[show images of Sunken Road and Willis Street].  Because of the 
scale of the project, UMW will need to get some federal permits 
concerning water management and runoff.  Using what you know about 
the section 106 process, discuss: 

o Would section 106 apply to this situation? 
o Would there be an adverse affect to any historic resources? 

(including direct impacts and viewsheds) 
o If so, what effects? 
o What could be done to mitigate or eliminate these impacts? 

Oral History 
• Split into groups of 3-4 students 
• Brainstorm questions to ask an interviewee  about a building, 

structure, or place 
o Think about what kind of questions elicit information 
o Find ways to get your interviewee to be descriptive without 

using images 
o Consider how to encourage more than yes/no answers 
o Practice in your group 

State Highway Markers 
• Write the text for a VA state highway marker for the University 

of Mary Washington. Capture what history would be significant 
about the university to an automobile tourist 

o Placement: what road and what specific location 
o Brainstorm: discuss kinds of facts that should be included 

on the marker 
o Draft: write text; remember, it needs to be brief, should 

be about 100 words 

Discussion of ARB meeting 
Large group discussion: guided first through Roberts rules of 
order, conflict of interest, and basic procedures; then discuss 
case you watched and explain the process, what the members were 
doing, why—relate back to SOI standards, ARB procedures, any 
other relevant guidance; discuss any challenging decisions, 
perceptions of fairness, etc. 

Sustainability and Preservation 
The UC is a relatively new building on campus, it was completed 
in 2015.  It replaced  Chandler Hall on Ball Circle [show images 
of both]  in small groups, you will debate whether the historic 
structure could have been kept, and why or why not—making sure to 
consider environmental impacts, cultural impacts, and the costs 
of new v. renovation (people, planet, profit) 


