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“Brie” News

The

Qur program is pluasccl to announce its latest fauully
member, Michael G. Spencer, who will become an assistant
Pl‘(’FL‘SSUl‘ for lmi[(ling forensics in the coming 2009-2010
academic year. Mr. Spencer fills the posilion |.ormet']v\' held ])_V
Prof. W. Brown Morton, who retired last vear after 22 years of
leacl)lng, pnrlicn]drly in l]lc n:ﬂlm o|. a rc[u'Lccluml conservalion.
"Bui“ing forensics” represents a more current and broader
term that encompasses intervention-based conservation of
structures and ln!il(lin_ﬁ materials, but also va rying Aegrees of
architectural investigation, (lucumenlatinn, assessment, and
stabilization. Michael Spencer.s experiences and skills will
allow our program to cover the loug-s[mulmg essentials of the
field, while ldl‘cing us in exciting new directions with recenl.]y
(!cvc]upul tcchm:]ngics,

Having Mr. Spencer join our Facu[t_v is exciting for another
reasomn, lmmul_v that of a lmmccnming of sorts. Besides lwing a

| native \rirginian, Mr, Spencer' grmlualed from M.'u'_v thhinglon
| in 2003 with a B.A. in historic preservation, where amazingl_\'
‘ ennugh, he fucuse(‘l on arcllil.ectm'al hisf.nry and conservalion.,
| SiHL'L' lt'ﬂ\'i]1g us J\‘.’.T Spt‘ﬂ(t‘]‘ L'al']1l3(| a ﬂ‘lﬂStL‘T‘S (]L‘ETL‘L‘ iﬂ
historic preservalion from the U niversity of Ken{uc]:y, while
csta!slislling hoth prnfﬂs:‘innal work in that area and most
reccnl‘}'. serving as an assislant pm[cssur for the Department

of Historic Preservation within the Cullege of Design at the
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Department of istoric Preservation

Welcomes Michael G. Spencer
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University of Ki:nlucl{v. His courses there included: historic
properties management; historical structural systems and
Imi!cling materials conservalion; a preservalion (lcsign sll.t(lio;
and intrmluutnry and advanced documentation. Mr. Spencer
rcgular]y led field exercises, _“I.LiLIL‘(l rcsmrcll .;ls:'«iSlﬁlJlS]’.liIJS .111(1
master’s thesis projects, and lw]ped establish a preservation
lecture series. Winning awards for leaclling excellence at the
University of Kenhlc]"_v has not hurt his cause as well.

Mr. Spencer'’s pmfcssimlal expertise has centered on
historical structural systems and materials analysis, ins:lucling
non-destructive assessment tc._'hniquus, such as infrared
l!wrmugraph_v (p]mlugmph_v) and the npplicalion of resistance
Jri“ing. While in KvntucL'_\-‘, Mr. Spencer undertook app]iml
preservation projects !]Jrougl) the universily's Center for
Historic Architecture and Preservation. He also worked for
an architectural firm in Lexinglun, con(]ucling architectural
documentation and investigation activities, alnng with
participating on (lcsign teams, inclutling those in the United
Kingdom, Netherlands, and Germany. Please join us in
we]coming Mr. Spcnccr (]mcle) to the Dcparlmonl, where our
current and fnrt]'lcuming students will encounter him in such
instructional fare as Documentation and Fieldwork, American

Buﬂding, and the ncwly titled Lafnuratnry in Builciing Forensics.
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Spring Brtak 2004, & Snowy Missturm Aduestune

P?’Of’SSGI’ E/fsal”ef/? SO??UHG’I’

On Elle morning o{ Saiurday, Fel}ruar_\-' 28, six stuclenls
and | l—»egan our four-(.la}.—' trip down to Winston-Salem, North
Caro]jna, to have a first-hand experience of museum education
at the historic town of Old Salem. Michelle A.r!*aulu, Malinda
Bonner, Allison Dixon, Alessandra Naicll, Rebecca Pomerantz,
and Kim Powell, all students in the Museum Education and
[nterpretation class, gave up the first cla_vs of spring break to
}71‘03(‘18[1 Ellt}il’ e_\:pcrience L)[ tl1e "real “’Ul'l(l“ l){ museums — tlﬂ.l.l_,
as it turned out, their culinary experience as well. The trip
was made possila]e 1.1_\' the Center for Historic Preservation.

We arrived on Saturclay aﬁemaon. checked into the lmtel,
and promptly })egan the most important aspect of the trip,
cleterminiug where to eat dinner. We were able to combine
food with historic preservation h_\r (lining at the Cotton Mill,
a restaurant in a rehabbed 19th century cotton mill. The next
(la_\' proved rainy, win(l_\f, and freezing, with dire predictions of
many inches of snow (I tlmug]'lt this was suppnseci to be spring
lnrea!e). We braved the weather and saw some of Old Salem,
inc]ucling the Toy Museum, the Tinmthy \"ogler Gunsmith
Shop, and the Tavern. We had lunch in the Tavern restaurant,
which is in the ¢.1810 annex to the original tavern, thus
continuing our preservation clining theme.

All of our special activities were scheduled for Moncla_\;,
and, of course, we woke up to five inches of snow. | explainecl
to some very puzz[cd northerners that snow of this level in
the south meant that no one was going anywhere l‘)y car, so we
made our own wauzing tour of downtown Winston. This meant
seeing some very nice art deco buildings, including the 1929
Reynolcls Builcling that was the model for the Empire State
Builcling, but it was not the museum education exp],oration
that we had expecte(l to do. Fortunately the sun took care
of the roads and in the afternoon we were given a private
tour of Old Salem'’s education wnr]eshop l’rui](ling with the
former director of the \\'orles]'mp program, Our preservation
dining theme continued that evening when we had dinner at
a restaurant in a restored 1920s movie palace that now serves
as a concert hall.

Before we left town on Tucsclay, we gatheretl at the
education wurlaslmp l‘iuilcling for some hands-on experience
with Old Salem’s “Experience Tours” for clemeutar_v grades.
The wm‘]aslwp includes a l'eproczuction 18th century kitchen,
so we made apple fritters using 18th century tools and cooked
them over hearth coals. The group then wrote with c[uill pens
]J_V candlc[ight. During all of this activity, the Old Salem
educators shared their insigl\ta about the rewards and cllal]enges
of museum education. We J;inal]_v headed home, after stopping
in Greenshoro for some genuine North Carolina ]':arlweque.

%]

As I,.or Elie slualcn{s, here is w]1al a [ew }m(l to say:

“The apple fritters were delicious and I am sure
that tlle_\' tasted better because we made them
ourselves in an open hearth I:irepla\;e. Then as
for the qui” pen writing exercise, it was a lot
harder then it looked. You had to hold the pen
just the riglﬂ way in order to write an entire
word instead of a paﬂiaI letter. But, all-in-all I
had a lot of fun and can’t wait to get go back
and take my fami]_\'."

— Malinda Bonner

“The interpretation at Old Salem was incredible
and | enioyecl seeing crafts and activities lwzing
created and presenlefl to the puHic in an accurate
setting. The educational program that the \-"iuagc
has created is wonderful in its abﬂjl)r to convey to
the audience various aspects of life at Old Salem.
It was a great trip; we all had a lot of fun and
learned a great deal about museum education

and interpretation in a historic v1”age setting.

- Rel)ecca Pomerantz

e =

(stcma’ing, fmm /cf'f) Kim R‘:_ictc”, Allison Dixon, Pm)’;’ssar Sommer,
Malinda Bonner (sedf.?J. fmm /'eft} Michelle ;Lr!m/u, Alessandra

;\'711 I;Cll?, RC‘!"'L‘CL'(I omeranitz

Madeline

Lyerly

During our years in the historic preservation tlepar&mcnt
we learn how to appropria[e]y preserve material cu]turc, but
as graclualion appl‘oacllcs [ have l’iegun to switch my focus to

preserving the memories | have made as a student at Mary
\Y".ashmgton.

long, tiring, and
caffeine-induced crazy-
time in the drafting
lab, field tri 8, weekend
trips, Ilan(ﬁing lethal
acid, I1anging out/
]ml]wring prufessurs in
l!lE‘ Deparhnent, T]mr.-f({a_\'
ni_elxls, 8K runs, the list
goes on... and [ 11()Pt3 that
Pm_f‘cssur ffudgins and our HISP
401: HuiHing Conservation class
in u”?ﬂianlsl"u.rrg drurr‘ng one nf‘ the

in some ways it never
ends. These are some of
- my greatest memories with
manyﬁcin’ trips. § _‘l .} N

my classmates, but more
impor’cantly, my friends. We make up the *raduating class
of 2009, and rest assured there will never Tﬁe another class
quite like us.

i u{"h:n fecl that someone was loo].e'mg out for me when
[ chose historic preservation over the other majors | was
considering when | came as a transfler student in 2006, The
Department and the students were immc(]ia{cl_\' wclcoumlg
amraccepﬁng. The friendships that I have made over the past
three years were not :‘nlcl_\' the result of trying to break into
Cnmlws Hall at 1a.m. the nig_lli before a project was (luc, but
were horn from a common desire to make a difference in the
world. We all I)e‘ieve(l, and :lespitu the trials and tribulations
we still l)&‘]it’.\’&‘, that preservation can make a difference. Of
course, we have the so-called “realists” and the “idealists,” but
we ]earne(] l]1al lmtl: types u{ penple are Cal‘alysls [m‘ Cl"langc-
and progress in the fie Li.

This ahility to work tngetlwr in junction with
unconventional and “outside of the hox” l[linl\’ing makes me
certain that not unly will T one ul.ly see my peers succeed in
pre:‘-ervalion-re[ated Fielrls, but that tlw_v wiﬁ be innovators
and trendsetters. | llope we
all will continue the
preservation conversations
that l)cgan in the classroom
and take them with us
into the real world, using
cach other as resources
and support. Because it
is the un])el.l(lii.]gj support
and encouragement lrom
cach other that Ier:eps our
aspirations for preservation

Yeah Pres. Farty! HISP 505:
Sanity Preservation. Ana"y, Ashton,
d]_iVC, an(] it does not en(] 1\‘1(‘“.1’0“1':’, Becca, ﬂnc] Kari fml'ﬂ']"l'ng in
Lime Mortar's, Portland Cement’s,

and Morton’s — to name a feu‘.

with gradualion.
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Bring Back e Ampl

Madeline Lyer)y-ana( Rebekal Sargean!‘

It often goes un noticed 11_\’ the tours given to prospective
students or [aculty members, but the Mary \Y’aslaingtnn
comimunity knows the ampllithealer and the majority do not
want to see it go an_vwllere. This past school year, the threat
of 1nosing another one of UMW'’s historic structures became
a true concern. Not wanting to see the amplﬁtlwa%ur meet
the same fate as Lee Hall or Monroe Hall, a group of HISP
461 students became interested in saving and a(lvocaﬁng the
1923 open-air theater. While studying the structure for a
condition report, il became very obvious that the amphitlmatur
was su[fcring from deterioration 11)’ neglect.

“Bring Back the Amp” was the grouy that formed from
initial student interest. thi‘nls advertised lll:e
the historic preservalion club, preservation classes, and among
friends in other Jcpartmenls. The group’s Facebook age totaled
more than 200 members from the UMW networl:, but we soon

campaign t]mmgh

discovered that the current students were not the on]_\r ones
who wanted the mnphjllmalcr to stay. Alumni remember the
amplﬁtlwatcr as a desirable venue and a place that holds special
sentimental value and many great memories. Many alumni were
shocked to see the theater in such uuglccch condition du ring
recent tours and wanted to know ways tl'ley could lwlp l)ring life
back to such a unique place. As word spreatl about the condition of
L!w ampllit[wafcr, ocal community pcuplo soon hegan contacting
Bring Back the Amp members, inquiring about what llley could
do to I'It‘IP.

j\&ef tlning some researcll, Br]ng BmL‘ tl‘m ,’\mp (‘I iSC‘O\-’L‘I"t‘.({
w]1_v the Iniversity was no lunger interested in the amplﬂl.}leater.
First, it was time consuming to maintain, and secnnci, it was
not up to code regarr.ling the American Disabilities Act. To gel
it up to code could he very cnstly. This news did not Lliscoumge
members for ]ung; students were determined to find a consultant
who would give us an estimate of cxact]_\r the amount of money
needed. The group also brainstormed about how to raise campus-
and commu ﬁity-wicle awareness, as well as funds. A team of
[ive peop]e, named “Bring Back the Amp,” ran in the Virginia
Beach Shamrock 8K run.

Nleauwlli_le, it seemed that a small group of alumni were
alreacly a(lclressing our concerns and soon we discovered that a
polenlial donor was interested in investing in the ampiﬁthcatcn
Bring Back the :’\mp was thrilled to hear the news and hula_v
the group is interested in

Iaving an active role in !1ﬁ11g'mg-
events and enlertainment back to the amplﬁ’theater.




Liatle Bt Faster New:
A Lgile B Fgitin Now

Relvecm Ga//

On Saturclay. March 21, 1 did somet]1i11g I tl'mug}‘lt [ would
never do: | ran an 8K! In the past, | io}eed that | only run if | am
l)eing chased, but when some friends approacllecl me in the fall
about Lloing the Virginia Beach Shamrock 8K run as a p!atform
to save the UMW amp]lit}leater, [ decided to give it a try. The
am l1it[1eater, pre\riousl_v known for its use Juring 1\‘1ay Da}'
Celirations and as an outdoor theater, has fallen into (Iisrepair
and decline. Tnday, most students know the amplﬁtheater as an
old theater in the woods deemed unsafe for students.

After studying the classically desiguecl structure’s deterioration
in Conservation Lab, Rebekah Sergeant, Madeline Lyerl‘\", Andy
Fitch, Kari VanKommer, and I decided that sometlli.ng needed
to be done to save this lost treasure. After meeting to discuss
IEunclraisingf options and race sponsorships_, Anr_ly Fitch approached
the university presic!ent, Iucly Hample, about what mulcri ie done.

0 our surprise, we found that plans were a]reacly bein
made to preserve the amp}ﬁt}leater witE alumni donations. With
enthusiasm Luﬂt, our action team gatl‘lered fellow students in
an informational meeting and created an online group to raise
awareness about the future of the amplﬂtl'xeater, even t.l'mugl'x
money was no longer an object.

After months of training and }milc!ing support, finally
the anticipatec! date of the race arrived. On the chiﬂ_\’ da_v of
March 21 at eighl in the morning, five determined conservation
students ran five miles up and down the boardwalk of Virginia
Beach, all c]e[yi.ng personal expectations and crossing the finish
line in goocl time.

It is our }wpe that more students are now informed about the
amp}ﬁﬂwater's preservation, and that the project to preserve this
forgotten resource begins soon. As seniors, we will not be able to
see this project come to fruition, but we }mpe that underclassmen
will continue to be interested in the amp]ait]'leater’s preservation
as the rest of us race to the next finish line, graduation, May 9th.

Sinizin,? into the sand, Maddie, Becca, Kari,
and Ana’y relax after the ci':r'”y morning race.

Tl ({WMMW 4&;“&

CY . .
Sometime durmg my freshman vear | rode past a strange

Tom T\’o!rerts

stone and frame Frec]erickslmrg structure and tlmnglﬂ,
“Whoa, what an awesome !mildingf" Since then I have been
fascinated [1_\,- the church at the corner of Hanover and Prince
Edward streets. Once Trinity Episcnpa[ Church, it is now
Frr:rlericles]:urg Full Gospel Fcumwship, a small Pentecostal
congregation. It was built in 1881 and is a stunning exam ole
of Victorian Gothic Revival, and certainly rather unique L:r
Frederickshurg.

Fall of 2008
I met the son of
the pastor, a junior
at UMW. When
an architectural
conditions
assessment
project came up
in Dr. Iiudgius'
American Buift{ing‘
class, 1 julupc(l at
the opportunity
to see more of the

View from corner of

Pﬂ‘"l.‘l? EJIU&P'(J ana’ HGH‘D('EJ'.

repointing campaigns, the severe Settling of th rear portion,
a whole lot of slate, and gorgeous wooden trusses with clesigns
of crosses and trefoils. We found some of the systems in need
of attention, harc”y a surprise for a l'.:ui]c[ing that age.

This spring, [ decided to continue wm'laing with the

Cllul’ﬂll. OUE g‘l’()Llp
ana.lvzccl the various

assessment, cloing a little more research and expandiug the
final report to include recommendations for maintenance
and future repair. It is exciting to be wurlcing on this project
because of its coincidence with a desire by the congregation
to “spruce up” the l‘luilt!ing (I was even able to l]elp paint for
a few hours! ) and its growing interest in its significancc in
Fredericlzslmrg’s architecture.

As the semester wraps up, | will be meeting with leaders
of the church and discussing the report, as well as spealaing to
the congregation - -
about how

wonderful their
l’)uilclin% 1§ as a
house o

to Gocl.

WOI’FlliP

Fredericksburg Full Gospel Fellowship

as seen _from Hanover Street.

A Parting Gift

Andy Fitch

As sure as the dogwoods are to bloom, spring seems lo
evoke sentimental discourse as seniors su(lclenly reminisce
about their academic cla_vs of vesteryear. Fortunately, I long
ago resolved not to parta]'ee in any such walk down memory
lane and have since held steadfast to this conviction. That
was unti] I cl1anged my mind.

So as I reflect back on my short time at Mary \Y:a.slﬁngton,
as well as on my near (Iecade—long journey of un(lergra({uate
scholastic fortitude, I cannot l'xelp but to conclude that I will
miss Llear]y this crazy world of academia. I must warn the
olllem, I'mwever, that such an epiphany does not come without
a requisite of further 1‘esponsibilil‘.v.

Many a m'gllt have I lay awake, wrestling with the notion
that I should pml)abl}' share some parting lznowledge with
someone before | graduate. Like the driving bass line of a
funlzy disco beat, this tlmug]lt has haunted me until it {:ina."y
manifested itself in a form so pure that it can only be described
as solid intellectual go[(l. In lieu of a few Lanlaliziug tidbits
of parting lznow]edge 80 powencu.l that each could serve as a
life motto if need })e, I have instead found my inspiration in
a more succinct method of delivery.

As many of you are pmhaMy aware, the haiku is the
most artful form of lingua] mediums; renown not only for its
command but for its }Jrevity. A literary device that was first
made famous l)y Burt Re_\'nolds in the early 1970s, the haiku
is so powerful that it would be unadvisable to use l'laphazarc]l_v.
Therefore I would caution those unfamiliar to first experiment
with other forms of verse before attempting to r.leciplwr the
fol]nwing. With that l)eing said, [ now leave you with a parting
gif-t that will lung resonate to aclvancing graduates as tlley
prepare to enter the laig bad world of real life. As follows:

Emerge from cocoon
Fledgling preservationist
Monarch lmtterﬂy

Historic Presevation Club

The Preservation Club never ceases to amaze me with all
of its energy and wiHingness to go out and DO! We }Jegan
the semester with a very success%ul Victorian Ball with the
theme, Manifest Destiny — Wild West, anyone? The club took
a &ay trip per month, a“owing groups to visit Mount Vernon
and Nlontpe’ier and to museum-l‘mp in Washin gton, D.C.
Jackie Wright, Laura Heemer, Erin Glennon, ancf
Cox got to practice historic bui]c{ing repair tec'miques with

Catherine

other Mary Washingtcm students on an alternative spring
break in New Orleans. Spring Trip to Williamsburg was an
exciting visit into the world of first person interpretation,
and Spring Event allowed us to celebrate how \'a'iialnle our

[ ]]

Where 1e...

As our young, bri“ian_t minds head off to beaches and
bars post-commencement and pre-rea] — or real-er — world,
some alreacl_\' know where the money for their next tab will
be coming from. Congratulations and Thanks Eor Playing,
Class of 2009!

Allison Dixon is appl_\ring to a master’s degree program in
museumn studies with a focus in education. After graduation she
will continue worlvzing for the National Park Service at Clara
Barton National Historic Site and Glen Echo Park in the
STEP (Student Temporary Emplu_vment Program) Program.

Caitlin Eichner is attending Washington and Lee
University School of Law in the fall. “Go Lawyers!”

Rebecca Gall plans to receive her master of arts clegree in
historic preservation from the University of Kentucley, where
she has been acceptecl for the fall.

Rebekah-Ann Sargeant will pursue a master of arts
degree in architectural llistory at the University of Virginia in
the fall. Her focus is undecided, however she is interested in the
American architecture of the late 19th and 20th centuries as
well as what defines sacred space and the associated architecture
of how people make a place “sacred.”

Lauren Souza graduate(l in |:]Je [au an(I is wor]gmg har{]
at two internsl‘xips. At Mount Vernon she tarries alcmgsicle
the manager of restoration, Steven Mal]ory, on various
conservation and restoration projects involving the mansion
and Outlmilclings. A stone’s throw away at James Madison's
Montpe]ier, she and Gardiner Hallock are document'mg the
bharns for the National Trust of Historic Places. Lauren would
also like to leave her fellow classmates with her signature send-
off, “Peace and Preserved Hair Grease.”

Jackie Wrig]‘nt will iaegin her studies for a master of
arts degree in teaching in museum education at The George
Washington University this summer. She looks forward to
living closer to the D.C. area and networlaing with museums
in and around the city. The program lasts one year and offers
several infemsl’lips and hands-on experiences to enhance what

she has already learned from Mary Washington.

field rea”y is with a Freclericlas])urg scavenger hunt and trip
to Cu_lpeper, Virginia. We also hosted a great Senior Toast to
celebrate all of the senior majors’
accomplisl‘tments with friends,
faculty, and family. We look forward
to an exciting fall semester packed
with trips, service projects, and
fundraisers. If you are interested
in joining us, to get on our mailin
Iis{', or to get in{ormation, emaﬁ
hispclub@umw.edu.

A feu- club members outside Montpelier.




