Independent Study:  Chemistry 491






Research Contract
I, _








, have enrolled in Chem 491, Independent Study, under the direction of _




 during Fall/Spring semester 20____.  My project is entitled _














____




_____. 
I have elected to enroll in this course for ___ credits, fully cognizant of the fact that I will be expected to complete ___ hours of independent research (library or laboratory) each week.  My research work schedule will be







_____. 
I am also fully aware of the safety rules that exist in all chemistry courses (including this one) and will abide by them in the laboratory.  In addition, I may be permitted to work in the laboratory on my own during normal building hours after I have been adequately trained in the techniques/instrumentation I will be using.  (I must use the “buddy” system at all other times.)
I realize that I am participating in real research (not textbook experimentation) to solve a fundamental scientific problem that is at the cutting edge of chemistry.  Through this experience I hope to develop my own strategies for problem-solving, troubleshooting and critical thinking.  My research advisor will not complete the project for me; however, (s)he is more than willing and expects to assist me when questions/problems arise.
Having received a copy of the CHEM491 syllabus, I am aware that I am responsible for submitting a monthly Progress Report to my advisor (a total of 3 per semester), at least one required draft of my final research paper and the final paper itself (during the final examination week).  I will submit these on the following dates:

	Progress Report 1
	Due date:

	Progress Report 2
	Due date:

	Progress Report 3
	Due date:

	Research Report Draft
	Due date:

	Final Research Report
	Due date:


Student signature:_____________________________________________________

Faculty Advisor:









Date: 
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